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Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)|g| This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 C D 1 1 453 O G 21 3 
Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) (3 Claim(s) 12 is/are allowed. 

6) (3 Claim(s) 12,4 and 8 is/are rejected. 

7) S Claim(s) 3.5-7 and 9-11 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)Q accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 !)□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (0. 

a)0 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Staae 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)) 
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14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

1 5) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 20 and/or 121. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 4 recites the limitation "the quick connect fitting" in line 1. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) die invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale 
lius country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Fehrenbach et al. '320. 

The patent to Fehrenbach et al. '320 discloses a fuel pressure pulse damper 
including a first fitting (17) for receiving pressurized fuel and a second fitting 
(13) for connection to a fuel rail for supplying pressurized fuel to the fuel 
injectors of the vehicle engine. A diaphragm (4) forming a first chamber (7) 
that communicates to pressurized fuel entering the first fitting and leaving the 
second fitting and a second gas sealed chamber (6) on an opposite side of the 
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diaphragm, as recited in claim 1. The body includes first (2) and second (3) 
housings that mate together to define the chamber and to trap a peripheral 
edge of the flexible diaphragm such that the diaphragm divides the chamber 
into first and second chambers, the diaphragm flexing in a manner to attenuate 
fuel pressure pulses in the fuel system, as recited in claim 2. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 12 is allowed. 

5. Claims 3, 5-7 and 9-11 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Fehrenbach et al., '854, Kemmner et al., Ito et 
an are all pertinent to Applicant's invention in disclosing damping devices utilized in 
fuel systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0111. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Y. Mar can be reached on (703) 308-2087. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
(703) 872-9302 for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0861. 

Patrick F. Brinson 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3752 

P. F. Brinson 
May 5, 2003 



